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December 12, 2024 
 
Dear President Biden, Secretary Haaland, Secretary Vilsack, Senator Heinrich, Senator Luján, 
Representative Leger-Fernandez, Representative Stansbury, and Representative Vasquez:  
 
As spiritual leaders from diverse traditions across New Mexico, we are united in support of 
designation of the Caja del Rio as a national monument. We join with the All Pueblo Council of 
Governors, the New Mexico State Land Office, the Santa Fe County Commission, and the 
Mayor of Santa Fe in calling for permanent protection and responsible stewardship of the Caja 
del Rio.  
 
The Caja del Rio is one of the most remarkable cultural, spiritual, and archeological landscapes 
in America. Spanning over 106,000 acres of public land, the Caja contains cacti forests, river 
canyons, and grasslands that provide important habitat for elk, deer, bear, cougar, bald and 
golden eagles, and desert songbirds. What originally started as wild game migration trails across 
the Caja became Pueblo footpaths. Thousands of years later, one of these paths became the 
famed El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro, the Spanish trade route that ran from Mexico City to 
Ohkay Owingeh Pueblo. Centuries later, portions of this route were designated New Mexico 
Highway 1 running up La Bajada Hill. Considered one of the world’s greatest engineering feats, 
this highway became part of New Mexico’s vie for statehood. Decades later, portions of N.M. 1 
crossing the Caja became part of Route 66, the “Mother Road” that brought forth western 
expansion and hope out of the Great Depression. For millennia, the Caja del Río has told the 
complex story of the confluence of New Mexico’s cultures and speaks to the sacred connection 
between the people, land, water, and wildlife that makes us who we are today. 
 
As spiritual leaders that deeply value the Caja’s rich cultural, spiritual, and ecological values, we 
recognize that the Caja del Rio brings diverse groups and cultures together. The Caja del Rio 
continues to be a sacred area of prayer and pilgrimage for many of the Pueblos and local 
communities surrounding the Caja del Rio. The area has also acted as a sacred healing space for 
many who have experienced grief and trauma. In a society that desperately needs healing, the 
Caja del Rio has been an invaluable place for individuals and communities to come together in 
unity, prayer, healing, and wholeness.  
 
Using the Antiquities Act, President Biden has the power to make the Caja del Rio a national 
monument. National monument status will give the Caja’s land, water, wildlife, cultural, 
archeological, and sacred sites protection while ensuring that traditional New Mexican land uses 
can be protected for future generations. The call to protect the Caja has broad support from a 
diverse coalition of local Tribal and Hispanic leaders, veterans, faith and spiritual leaders, 
businesses, hunters and traditional land users, city and county governments as well as various 
wildlife organizations. National monument status will also ensure that this fragile landscape gets 
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dedicated federal resources for increased law enforcement, public education, and landscape-scale 
planning.  
 
We are asking you to act now to protect the Caja del Rio for future generations of New Mexicans 
and Americans. While we recognize that time is short with this administration, to quote 
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., “the time is always right to do right.” The time is right for 
federal leaders to take a stand to permanently protect the Caja del Rio by making it a national 
monument. 
 
Thank you for your consideration,  
 
 
Reverend Andrew Black 
EarthKeepers 360 & First Presbyterian 
Church of Santa Fe  
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
 

Joseph Brophy Toledo  
Traditional Leader Jemez Pueblo and Flower Hill 
Institute  
Jemez Pueblo, NM 87024 

Sister Joan Brown, osf 
Franciscan Sister and Co-Founder New 
Mexico Interfaith Power and Light  
Albuquerque, NM 87125 

Rabbi Nahum Ward-Lev  
Author: The Liberating Path of the Hebrew Prophets: 
Then and Now   
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
 Pat Gonzales-Rogers 

Distinguished Practitioner in Residence 
Yale School of the Environment and 
Center for Environmental Justice 
New Haven, CT 06520 
 

Roshi Joan Halifax 
Upaya Zen Center 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 
 

 Rabbi Neil Amswych 
 Temple Beth Shalom 
 Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

Nathana Bird 
Tewa Women United 
Espanola, New Mexico 87532 

The Very Reverend Mike Angell 
St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal 
Church 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107 
 

Reverend Larry Davis 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Farmington, New Mexico 87401 
 

Reverend Thomas Smith OFM Conv. 
Holy Cross Retreat Center 
Mesilla, Park New Mexico 88047 
 

 Tribal Leader Jon Naranjo 
 Santa Clara Pueblo/ Hopi and Flower Hill Institute 
 Santa Clara Pueblo, New Mexico 87532 

 
Reverend William Humphreys 
Truchas Smith Memorial and Chimayo El 
Buen Pastor Presbyterian Churches 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

  Director Kurt Rager 
  Lutheran Advocacy Ministry   
  New Mexico Conference of Churches 
  Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 

 
Reverend Dr. Harry Eberts 
First Presbyterian Church 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 
 

Reverend James D Brown 
Member of Presbytery of Santa Fe 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87508 
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Reverend Elizabeth Luoma 
Unity Santa Fe 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 
 

Executive Director Rob Lochner (Interim) 
Santa Fe Habitat for Humanity 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87507 

The Honorable Bruce D. Black, Deacon 
First Presbyterian Church Santa Fe 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 
 

 Elder Bonnie Crispin 
 New Life Presbyterian Church 
 Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110 

 Reverend James M. Collie 
La Mesa Presbyterian Church, PCUSA 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110 
 

 Reverend Dr. Holly Beaumont 
 Interfaith Worker Justice - New Mexico 
 Santa Fe, New Mexico 87508-9476 

 
Reverend Dr. Robert Woodruff 
Second Presbyterian Church 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 
 

 Sister Marlene Perrotte, rsm 
 Sisters of Mercy 
 Albuquerque, New Mexico 87125 

 
Reverend Talitha J. Arnold 
United Church of Santa Fe 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 
 

 Reverend Lynne Hinton 
 New Mexico Conference of Churches 
 Albuquerque, New Mexico 87125 

 
 
 

Reverend Judith Wellington 
Dakota/Akimel O'otham 
Mesa, AZ 85203 
 

Ruling Elder Nelson Capitan 
Dine’ & Presbyterian Ruling Elder 
Naschitti, New Mexico 87325 

 
Reverend Richard J. Parker 
New Life Presbyterian Church 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87123 
 

Reverend Drew Henry 
Immanuel Presbyterian Church 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106 

 
Reverend John Guthrie 
Presbytery of Santa Fe 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87506 
 

President Tanya Barlow  
New Mexico Conference United Methodist Women  
Capitan United Methodist Church 
Ruidoso, New Mexico 88345 

 
 
 

Reverend Dr. Kenneth Cuthbertson 
Presbyterian (PCUSA) 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110 
 

Father Anne Tropeano, ARCWP 
Father Anne Ministries 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 

 
Lay Leader Kayla Jacobs 
St.Augustines Parish 
Milwaukee, WI 53207 
 

Reverend Sue Joiner 
First Congregational United Church of Christ 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106 
 Lay Leader Douglas Bailey 

St. John Episcopal  
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87114 

Reverend Dr. David Wasserman 
Presbyterian Church USA 
Taos, New Mexico 87571 

Reverend San Williams 
First Presbyterian Church in Santa Fe 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87507 

Member Charlotte Smith 
Baha’i of Albuquerque 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87121 
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Reverend Virginia Bairby 
First Presbyterian Church of Taos 
Taos, New Mexico 87571 
 

Sister Maria Isabel Galbe 
Religious of the Assumption 
Chaparral, New Mexico 88081 

 
Lay Leader Judy Traeger 
St. John XXIII Catholic Community 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87111 
 

Reverend Sylvia Miller-Mutia 
St. Mark's Episcopal Church 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106 

 Reverend Sarah Tevis Townes 
Church of the Good Shepherd, UCC 
Albuquerqeu, New Mexico 87122 

Reverend H. Blaine Wimberly 
Mountainside Methodist 
Cedar Crest, New Mexico 87008 

 Reverend Erica Lea-Simka 
Albuquerque Mennonite Church 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106 
 

Elder Dorothy Bowen 
Las Placitas Presbyterian Church 
Placitas, New Mexico 87043 

 
Reverend Tiffany Curtis 
The Open Circle: A Disciples of Christ 
Community 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 
 

Reverend William Koch (ret.) 
Presbyterian Church (USA)  
Los Lunas, New Mexico 87031 

 
Reverend Seth Finch 
Covenant Presbyterian Church (USA) 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87112 
 

Reverend Anita Amstutz 
Mennonite 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87031 

 Reverend Robert Barnes 
Practice Peace.net 
Pecos, New Mexico 87552 
 

Reverend Hannah Scanlon 
Menaul School 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107 

 Reverend David Whiteley 
Jemez Springs Community Presbyterian 
Church 
Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 
 

Reverend Clara Sims 
Assistant Executive Director NMIFPL 
Los Lunas, New Mexico 87552 

 

Reverend Takako Terino 
Jemez Springs Community Presbyterian 
Church 
Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 
 

Rulling Elder Malissa Haslam 
First Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

 

Reverend Dr. Stephen J. Miller (ret.) 
Disciples of Christ 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107 
 

Reverend Bob LaValle 
First Unitarian Church of Albuquerque 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110 

 Reverend Tricia Dykers Koenig 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87113  
 

Leader Lama Gyaltsen 
PKL Buddhist Center 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87507 

 
Leader Gyurme Rabgye 
PKL Buddhist Center 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 
 

Reverend Robert Bos 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87111 
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Lay Leader Pamela S Hyde 
United Church of Santa Fe 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

Vestry Member Roger Ludwig 
St. Jame Episcopal Church 
Taos, New Mexico 87571 

 
Reverend Dr. Andy Stoker 
Central United Methodist Church 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106 
 

Rabbi Min Kantrowitz 
Director of Shutafi: NM Jewish Community 
Connections 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87104 

 Spiritual Director Jeannie Bowman 
First Presbyterian Church Santa Fe 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87506 
 

Reverend Ryan Tate 
First Spiritual Church of the Rio Grande 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87120 

 
Reverend Joyce Lieberman 
Presbytery of Santa Fe 
Presbyterian Church  (USA) 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87111 
 

Lay Leader Ingrid Lincoln 
First Presbyterian Church Taos 
Taos, New Mexico 87571 

Reverend Dr. Brett Mitchell 
La Mesa Presbyterian Church 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87108 
 

Reverend Dr. Henry Atkins  
Holy Cross Retreat Center, Mesilla Park 
Las Cruces, New Mexico 88005 
 

Sister Anne Salaun 
Assumption Sisters 
Chaparral, New Mexico 88081 
 

Reverend Carmen Retzlaff 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
Valdez, New Mexico 87580 

 
Dr. Bruce D. Hunn 
St.Francis Episcopal Church 
Rio Rancho, New Mexico 87048  
 

Lay Leader Gabriela Martinez 
Franciscan Action Network 
Washington DC, 20017 

Michele Dunne OFS 
Executive Director, Franciscan Action 
Network 
Washington, DC 20017 

Lay Leader Virginia Myers 
St. John XXIII Catholic Community 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109 

Lay Leader Wende Gonzales 
Southwest Conference, UCC 
Tucson, AZ 85730 

Sister Margaret E. Fuhr 
Sister of Saint Francis 
Denver, CO 80212 

Lay Leader Jeff Young 
Mountain Christian Church 
Sandia Park, New Mexico 87047 

Professor Tony Arnold 
First Presbyterian Church of Santa Fe 
Louisville, KY 40241 

Renee Villarreal 
Former City Councilor City of Santa Fe 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

Elder Consuelo Ochoa de Walker 
Westminster Presbyterian Church Creation Care 
Chair 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 
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Dr. Larry Rasmussen 
United Church of Santa Fe 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

Lay Leader Betty Keegan 
St. Pius X Catholic Church  
El Paso, TX 79925 

Lay Leader Beth Malmgren 
Unitarian Church 
Surprise, AZ 85351 

Teresa Seamster, MS EDS 
Counselor Chapter Health Impact Assessment -Ke' 
Bee Ho'zhoogo Iina' Sila' Committee 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87508 

Brother Ignacio Harding 
Cabrini Franciscan Border Migrant 
Ministry 
El Paso, TX 79915 

Lay Leader Lana Green 
St. James Episcopal Church 
Taos, New Mexico 87571 

 
Reverend Christine Ng 
Stillpoint: The Center for Christian 
Spirituality 
Abiquiu, New Mexico 87510 
 

Reverend Todd Wynward 
Mountain States Mennonite Conference  
Taos, New Mexico 87571 

 
Reverend Anne Morawki  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109 
 

Reverend Gakudo Joseph Biernacki 
El Paso Zen Center / Zen Buddhism 
El Paso, TX 79912 

 
Lay Leader Kathleen Burke 
The Episcopal Cathedral of St. John 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87108 

Lay Leader Dawn Rosignol 
Monte Vista Christian Church 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106 

Lay Leader Fred L. Dennis III 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
Creation Care  
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87601 

Rev. Matthew Baugh 
Justice Committee Chair 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109 

Reverend Liana Rowe 
Taos UCC 
Taos, New Mexico 87571 

Minister Mary Gutierrez 
Unity of Pensacola 
Pensacola, FL 32548 

Lay Leader Susan Miller Davis 
First Presbyterian Church Santa Fe 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

Lay Leader Ella Joan Fenoglio 
La Mesa Presbyterian Church 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110 

Lay Leader Jenny Warden 
First Presbyterian Church  
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87506 

Executive Director Mariel Nanasi 
New Energy Economy 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

Clerk of Session Judi Haines 
First Presbyterian Church Santa Fe 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

Lay Leader Marlin Johnson 
Sandia Presbyterian Church 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87111 
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Deacon Mary Norris 
First Presbyterian Church Santa Fe 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87506 

Reverend Elizabeth Graham 
Embudo and Emmanuel Presbyterian Churches 
Dixon, New Mexico 87527 

Lay Leader Arthur Neudek 
First Presbyterian Church Santa Fe 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87508 

Ruling Elder Conrad M. Rocha 
Stated Clerk/ Executive Synod of the Southwest 
Presbyterian Church (USA)  
Albuquerque, NM 87109  

   

 
 


